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Messages from Mr Day 
It was wonderful to welcome so many families into school this evening for our first work sharing event of 

the year. As co-educators, we want our families to be involved in the day-to-day life of the school as 

much a possible and to know exactly what your children are learning and how they are progressing. 

There are a number of ways that we do this: 

 

Work Sharing Evenings—These evenings provide you with the opportunity to look through your child’s 

books each half term, celebrate their learning and progress and you can even leave them (and their 

teachers) a note to celebrate their achievements. 

Termly Report Cards— These go home each term the week before Parents’ Evening Appointments. 

Report Cards highlight your children’s strengths, areas for development, their current attainment in 

individual subjects, their attendance and their attitudes and behaviours.  

Termly Parents Evening Appointments– You can book a ten minute meeting, in-person or online, to 

discuss their child’s learning and progress. 

Termly Open Mornings—Open mornings provide parents with the opportunity to work in class alongside 

children. If you are not able to attend, please feel free to send another family member.  

Curriculum Bulletin—The Curriculum Bulletin is issued each week via email, MCAS and through our X  

(formerly Twitter) platform. It outlines what children will be learning in each subject and in each year 

group. This will help you to understand what your child is learning in school and how you can better 

support them at home. 

Parent Workshops—Workshops provide you with the opportunity to learn about specific approaches to 

reading, maths, multiplication tables, phonics etc. At each session, you will be given a resource pack 

that  can be used to support learning at home.  

Class Assemblies and Performance—Each class will perform two assemblies per year that families 

members can come and watch. In addition, our school calendar includes Christmas performances 

and summer concerts so do check our Newsletter weekly to make sure you don’t miss these events. 

 

Smoothwall Monitoring of iPads 

We are now several weeks into the implementation of our ‘Learning Futures,’ 1:1 iPad initiative and it 

has been great to see how these are enhancing curriculum provision within school.  

When devices go home in the evening, it is important to remind parents and children that these are still 

being monitored by our Smoothwall system. This system is designed to block access to inappropriate sites, helping to keep our children safe from online risks. Children 

should only be using these devices support their learning at home and these should not be used for other purposes, including web browsing, or as a family device. 

When these iPads are used to access inappropriate content in the home, a notification is sent to our designated safeguarding leads (Mr Day, Mrs Johnston and Mr 

Mills). Where there are repeat examples of children inappropriately using their iPads at home, their device will be blocked and not sent home. We would also ask 

that parents ensure children are being adequately supervised at home. If you’d like advice on how to keep your child safe onl ine, sign up to the safer schools and 

National Online Safety apps for handy parent guides.  
        Mr Day 

Dates for  your  Diary 

Mon 16th Oct  9.00-11.00—SATS Maths Parent Workshop 

led by Mr Mills and Miss Humphrey. Come 

along and find out how you can support 

your child to develop into a secure           

mathematician. 

Tues 17th Oct 8.45-10.30am Year 1 and 2 parent workshop 

– Early Reading. Come along to gain a 

better understanding how you can support 

your child to develop into a fluent, confi-

Weds 18th Oct 8.45-10.30am Year 3 and 4 parent workshop 

– Early Reading. Come along to gain a 

better understanding how you can support 

your child to develop into a fluent, confi-

dent and competent reader.  

11.00am – 4.00pm Mr Day hosting an open 

day for prospective parents with children 

due to start in Reception in September 

2024. Please book an appointment by 

calling the school office. 

Thurs 19th Oct  3.00-3.25pm PTFA meeting - Join our fantas-

tic PTFA and Mr Day and find out how you 

can support the school. All families wel-

come.  

6.00-8.00pm PTFA Outdoor Movie Night. 

Join us for a spooktacular evening watch-

ing the 1993 hit, ‘Hocus Pocus’. Please note: 

this movie is a PG and parents must attend 

alongside children.  
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Attendance 

Whole School 

(Years 1 to 6) 96.39% 

Reception 
93.79% 

Year 1 
94.33% 

Year 2 
100% 

Year 3 
93.87% 

Year 4 
98.67% 

Year 5 
94.33% 

Year 6 
97.33% 
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This week’s Class  

Attendance Superstars 

Are: 

 

Year 2 

This week’s  

100% Attendance  

Reward Winners are: 

KS1: Olivia (Year 2) 

KS2: Hooria (Year 6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The class with highest        

 attendance each week will 

receive an additional 15  

minute playtime. 

Each week, children with 

100% attendance will be 

placed in a draw. Two 

winners will be selected at 

random and awarded a 

brand new book for their  

effort.  

Be An  

Attendance  

Superstar 

96% 

Class Dojo and Rewards 

As part of our approach to promoting great behavior across school, class   

teachers and children have access to their own ‘Class Dojo.’ Class Dojo allows 

teachers to award points to individual and groups of children to celebrate when 

they have demonstrated one of the school’s expectations. We believe that    

children who demonstrate these expectations consistently should be rewarded 

for their efforts. We have therefore scheduled a number of events to celebrate 

our children. This term, children with the highest Dojo points will be invited to a              

pumpkin carving party with Mr Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask your children about their Class Dojos! 
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Reading Workshops 

Next week, Mrs Johnston (Deputy Headteacher) will be 

hosting Parent Workshops for Reading. 

 

Tuesday 17th October  

Year 1 and 2 Reading Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 18th October 

Year 3 and 4 Reading Workshop 

 

The reading workshops will be 30 minutes in the hall  

followed by an hour of working with your child in class.  

 

Come along to these workshop and find out how you 

can better support your child’s reading at home.  

Operation ‘Snow Ball’ is a Go! 

 

Thanks to the incredible generosity of the PTFA, we have now 

purchased all the material and lighting to transform our hall into 

a winter wonderland ready for our first ever ‘Snow Ball’ on  

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the fabric arrives, we are looking for volunteers who can 

run a basic hem using a straight running stitch on a sewing ma-

chine (we have these in school).  

 

If you have these skills, and would be willing to help, please  

contact Mrs Coulson by calling the office or emailing:                             

office@brkvale.bham.sch.uk 

 

Birmingham’s ‘Dream Team’ Project 

Birmingham City Council (BCC) has partnered with Birmingham Voluntary Service Council (BVSC) & Barnardo’s to support fami-

lies suffering from Bed Poverty. 

Bed poverty is affecting outcomes for children across the UK, it has a severe impact on their educational attainment, develop-

ment, and family life. At the most fundamental level, a bed is a safe space for a child, it offers warmth, independence, privacy 

and comfort, and it is especially important in high stress households. 

Bed Poverty is estimated to affect 30% of the UK population, with over a million children estimated to have to share a bed with 

parents or siblings, or sleep on a floor, sofa, or in the bath. 

Sleep deprivation leads to tiredness in lessons, issues with school attendance, low self-esteem, anxiety, mental health issues, 

difficulty regulating emotions and can lead to wider family tension and distress. 

Birmingham City Council is looking to end child Bed Poverty in Birmingham and is looking to schools to help support with the 

project. 

What will BCC do? 

 Provide a suitable bedding bundle for the family consisting of: 

 Bed (bunks, single beds, trundle beds, double beds, cots – as required) 

 Mattress & Mattress Protector 

 Bedding (4 Season duvet, pillows, bedding set – including themed bedding) 

 PJ’s (including character themed) 

 Age/Gender appropriate Hygiene kit 

 

How do I access this support? 

If you feel you need to speak to someone about potentially living in bed poverty or have any additional questions, come to 

the school office or arrange a private meeting with Mr Mills to discuss how we can help. We can refer you to this service.  
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Reading at Home 
 

 
     Why is Reading An Important Life-Long Skill? 

 

Reading matters because it can have a lifelong positive impact on a child, affecting their health and wellbeing, creativity 

and educational outcomes. A substantive body of research (Book Trust, 2023) highlights that, children who read:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Can I Support My Child to Read at Home? 

Reading with your child at home comes with a world of benefits for you and your children, and it’s also perfect for quality 

family time. If you’re not sure where to begin, we’ve got some tips to get you started.  

 

Read regularly 

Little and often is the best approach with young readers. Try setting aside 10 or 15 minutes of reading time each day. 

For some children, especially very young readers, four or five minutes of reading may be sufficient. This short time to-

gether should be enjoyable for you both. 

 

Get comfortable 

Find somewhere free from distractions. Giving your child your complete attention will help them learn how to focus 

and enjoy reading. Asking your child where they would like to read also helps. They may want to curl up on the floor 

or lounge on your lap in an armchair. Make the choice of where to read part of the reading for pleasure experience.  

 

Be positive 

While your child is reading, try not to interrupt them if they get things wrong. Let them finish a sentence or paragraph 

and then go back over anything you think is important. Always remember to first praise what your child did well, such 

 as saying ‘You sounded just like the tiger when you read this bit’ or ‘You looked really carefully at this word            

                                                  and used the sounds to help you work it out.’ 
 

 

Key statistics in reading (National Literacy Trust, 2023) 

 Just 2 in 5 children said they enjoyed reading in 

2023 

 Fewer than 3 in 10 said that they read daily 

 Only Half (52.9%) of children told us they had been 

encouraged to read by their parents/carers. 



We are ambitious for our success and the success of others. 

   We are caring citizens, shaping our communities. 

We are passionate about everything and everyone. 
We are the authors of our own lives. 

 
            Reading at Home Continued 

     Reading At Home Continued  
 

      Work it out together 

     Help your child think about how they could work out the meaning 

of unfamiliar words. Choose just one or two errors to look at     

and what might be the best way to solve each one. For example, 

try saying ‘You said “lion” here, but look at the first letter “t” – that 

word is “tiger”.’ 

 

If it is clear a child is unable to solve a word, then tell them the word 

and point out how you would read it. For example, ‘This word is 

“tiger”. I looked at the first letter “t” to help me read it, and I can 

see a picture of a tiger on the page.’ Showing what readers do 

when stuck is an effective way of helping young readers solve       

unfamiliar words. 

 

Take turns 

With very young readers in particular, or for children who are finding 

the book challenging, it can be helpful to take turns in reading   

sentences, paragraphs and pages. This keeps the story flowing while making sure your child gets plenty of opportunities to pr actise. 

Show your child how reading can sound like talking. Reading sentences and phrases fluently supports understanding and the    

development of comprehension. 

 

Build confidence 

Make sure the books you read with your child are not too difficult. When children lose the flow of a story, and find more tha n one in 

10 words hard, they can become reluctant to read. If this happens it may be more beneficial to read the story to your child.  

 

Read favourites 

Children love to read stories they have read before. Young children in particular will read and re -read their favourites many times. 

Re-reading something they can read quickly and easily is just as important as facing new challenges in reading. This helps to bu ild 

confidence, speed and accuracy. 

 

Talk about the story 

Talk to your child about the books you read together. Not only will this increase their enjoyment of reading, but it will als o help to 

improve their comprehension skills. We suggest questions in the back of each. 

 

Children are never too old to enjoy having a story 

read to them. 

Our school library has over 3000 books for you to 

access and enjoy with your child to Pop in and  

find your next great read! 

Expectations for Parents/ Carers 

1. Read with your child every day for 10 minutes.  

2. Read your child’s Rising Stars reading book and 

online Rising Stars eBook every day.  

3. Complete the reading diary for each day by writing 

a comment and signing it (see the example below). 

4. Ensure that your child brings their Reading Record 

and Rising Stars reading book to school every day.  

5. Make storytime a part of your daily routine and bed-

time. 
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Parent Safeguarding — Online Safety 

From ‘National Online Safety’ 
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Parent Safeguarding — Online Safety 

From ‘National Online Safety’ 
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Our Week in Pictures 

Check out our X account (formerly Twitter)@BPS_B23 

. 


