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Messages from Mr Day 

Another week has already passed and it is hard to believe that we are going into the 

fourth week of the autumn term. This week, I’ve had the pleasure of working with Mrs 

Johnston to administer the Reception Baseline Assessments with our new cohort of 

children. It always amazes me seeing how enthusiastic our children are to showcase 

their understanding of topics and how passionate they are about wanting to learn. 

These assessments will help our teachers adapt their practice to support children in 

their journey to achieving Good Levels of Development (GLD) by the end of their   

Reception year. Parents, you will have received these results via email. If you would like 

to know what these results mean for your child, please speak with your child’s teacher.  

 

PTFA Update 

A special thanks to all those families who attended our first PTFA meeting of the year 

on Thursday. We had over 25 families attend and volunteer their time to support an 

event, which is just amazing. If you would like to support an event this year, but were 

unable to attend the meeting, please email or call the school office. We would be 

very grateful for your support.  

 

Parent Workshops 

In addition to our regular open mornings, where you can work alongside your child in 

class, this year, we have added in additional parent workshops to provide you with 

guidance and practical strategies on how you can support your child with their         

learning at home. These one hour workshops (see ‘Parent/Family calendar) cover 

phonics,  reading, maths, multiplication tables and  Year 6 SATS. We really do hope you 

will be able to join us for these sessions and look forward to seeing you in school soon. If 

there are any additional workshops that you would like, please speak with Mr Mills or 

Mrs Johnston.  

 

Walking Home Alone 

We know that for many of our Year 5 and 6 children, walking home is a big-step in their 

schooling and helps develop greater independence as they prepare for their transition to secondary. However, as the term progresses, the 

nights draw in and it becomes darker much quicker. We would strongly discourage children walking home in the evenings. If you do want your 

child to walk home alone, please write a note to the school office for our records.  

       Mr Day 

Dates for  your  Diary 

Tues 26th Sept 

 

 9.00-10.00am SEND coffee morn-

ing with the school SENDCo, 

Stephanie Field. All families wel-

come.  

Cancelled—this will be rescheduled 

Weds 27th Sept  9.00-10.00am Year 5/6 puberty 

parent session, delivered by Mrs 

Johnston – come along and find 

out what your children will be 

learning in these sessions.  

Fri 29th Sept  8.45-10.00am Macmillan coffee 

morning. Come along for a cake 

and coffee to support this brilliant 

charity. 

Mon 2nd Oct  8.45-10.00am Parent Council with 

Mr Day – come along and share 

your views about school. 

Tues 3rd Oct  8.45-10.30am EYFS/Year 1 Phonics 

workshop with Mrs Johnston –

come along and find out how 

you can support your children 

with their learning of Phonics.  

Shaping Our Children’s Futures, Together 

We are ambitious for our success and the success of others. 

We are caring citizens, shaping our communities. 

We are passionate about everything and everyone. 
We are the authors of our own lives. 

Twitter 

@BPS_B23 



Attendance 

Whole School 

(Years 1 to 6) 96.66% 

Reception 
95.59% 

Year 1 
97.67% 

Year 2 
94.38% 

Year 3 
98.00% 

Year 4 
94.00% 

Year 5 
96.79% 

Year 6 
98.62% 
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This week’s Class  

Attendance Superstars 

Are: 

 

Year 6  

This week’s  

100% Attendance  

Reward Winners are: 

KS1: Remy (Y1) 

KS2: Abdul (Y4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The class with highest        

 attendance each week will 

receive an additional 15  

minute playtime. 

Each week, children with 

100% attendance will be 

placed in a draw. Two 

winners will be selected at 

random and awarded a 

brand new book for their  

effort.  

Be An  

Attendance  

Superstar 

96% 

Views on Attendance 

It was alarming to read the outcomes of the national report by Public First, which surveyed parents 

regarding higher absence rates since the Covid pandemic. The report highlights that, now, some  

parents do not see the importance of maintaining good attendance rates, especially for children in 

the EYFS. At Brookvale Primary School, we strongly disagree with this sentiment; attendance is crucial 

in securing the long-term (adult) academic, social and personal outcomes for children and this is 

backed up by substantive research.  

In 2022, 22% of pupils across England were classed as Persistently Absent (PA), where attendance fell 

below 90%. Thankfully, our figure was significantly lower at 9%. However, research shows that children 

who are PA have: 

 

 A significantly reduced chance of students attaining 5 good GCSE’s in secondary. Pupils with 80-

85% attendance in primary only have a 3% chance of achieving well at the end of secondary 

school. 

  Increased chances of poor mental health in adulthood.  

 Difficulties developing and maintaining secure relationships with peers/adults.  

 Increased likelihood of becoming involved in crime as an adult. 

 Reduced likelihood of securing a financially stable future through sustained employment.  

 

In 2019, 84% of children with 100% attendance achieved the expected standards in their Year 6 SATS 

versus 40% where attendance was below 90% (Office for National Statistics, 2020) 

 

Whilst it is easy to think of attendance in the short-term, we must remember that, every day missed in 

school means missed learning opportunities and gaps forming, thus diminishing our children’s chances 

of success later in life.  

We will work closely with our parents and families to offer support and guidance so that children are in 

school every day. If you are concerned about your child’s attendance or need support, please speak 

to Mr Mills.  

 

 

Well done, Brookvale. Lots of 

classes achieved above 96% 

Let’s see if we can get all  

classes at 96% next week.  
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We are passionate about everything and everyone. 
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Year 5 & 6 Puberty Talks 

In the coming weeks, Year 5 and 6 will participate in   

Personal Development and Wellbeing (PDW) lessons   

focusing on puberty and how the body changes as we 

grow.  

Children cannot be withdrawn from these lessons as they 

cover content outlined in the National Curriculum’s      

programme of Study for Science. Please note: these     

lessons do not cover any aspect of Sex Education.  

 

 

 

 

 

Come along to our parent workshop with Mrs Johnston, 

(Deputy Head Teacher) on Wednesday 27th September, 

9.00-10.00am, and find out what your children will be   

learning/ ask any questions about the content. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning  

On Friday 29th September, 8.45-10.00am, we will be hosting 

our annual  Macmillan Coffee Morning in support of the            

Macmillan Cancer Charity.  

Come along for a cake, coffee and chat and support this 

wonderful charity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are kindly asking for donations of home-baked or shop 

bought cakes. If you are baking at home, please provide a 

full ingredient list with your goods so that we can ensure we 

cater for children and adults who have allergies.  

Please note: We are a nut free school. Do not use nuts, or         

nut-based products (such as peanut butter, Nutella,          

chocolate spread etc.) as these are extremely dangerous to 

some people with allergens.  

Christmas Carol Concert 

It’s back, and this year we want it to be even more spectacular. 

 Our Christmas Carol concert is always such a special occasion in the 

school calendar, bringing together our 200 families and wider     

community in an afternoon of festive cheer and spirit.  

This year, our Carol Concert will be held: 

 

Friday 8th December  

1:30-3:00pm 

 

 

 

200 tickets will be on sale from today (via MCAS) for £1.50. All money 

raised goes into the PTFA and back to the children of Brookvale. 

 

These sell out fast so make sure you get yours while you can.  

Harvest Festival  

At Brookvale, we want our children to develop into ’caring 

citizens who shape their communities.’ At this time of year, 

we begin to think about the different ways that we can work 

together in school to help those most in need within our  

community through charitable acts.  

Throughout September and October, we are asking for      

donations of: tinned foods, rice, pasta, cereals and toiletries.  

With the donations we receive, we will be making up 

‘Harvest Hampers’ and distributing these to families within our 

local community.  

 

 

 Thank you in advance  

    for your generosity.  
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Parent Safeguarding — Positive Parenting 

(Adapted from NSPCC) 
 

Balancing the various demands parents have to cope with isn't easy and all parents can come under pressure or stress            

from time to time. The NSPCC has produced a fantastic guide (which will be issued via email) outlining practical strategies that     

parents and families can use to support children when they are dysregulated or need adult support and intervention.  

 

Positive parenting uses techniques that work well for every child. These techniques will help you build and strengthen your      

relationship with your child, leading to them being happier, along with less stress for you. All parents can come under pressure or 

stress from time to time, and it can even lead to them wanting to smack their children – although many parents regret it later. 

But evidence shows that it is not an effective way to discipline your children. 
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Parent Safeguarding — Positive Parenting 

From NSPCC  

 

 
Later in the year, we will be welcoming back into school Dr Anita Soni (Educational Psychologist), who will be hosting parent 

sessions exploring positive parenting, attachment and parental attunement. Dates will be shared soon so do come along and 

learn more about child psychology and parenting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What to do if you are concerned about a child 
Ask to speak to a Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) in school.  

These are: Mr Day (Lead DSL), Mrs Johnston, Mr Mills and Mrs Williamson. 

 You can also contact Children’s Advice and Support Services (CASS) on 0121 303 1888. 

If the child is in immediate danger, contact the Police on 999.  

Do not delay, your actions could save a child! 
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Our Week in Pictures 

Check out our X account (formerly Twitter)

@BPS_B23 


