27th September 2024

Dear Brookvale Parents

I thought | would take this opportunity to tell you a little about me, now
that you have welcomed me into your school temporarily, in Mr Day’s
absence. | am currently spending all day Monday and all day Friday at
Brookvale but am contactable throughout the week and am in regular
dialogue with Mr Mills who is, as you know, out of class on the
remaining days.

| have been a primary Head Teacher for over two decades, having fallen
in love with teaching in the late 1990s. | have worked in three
Birmingham schools in substantive positions; my current school in
Sutton Coldfield, a previous school in Aston and my first ever school in
Kingstanding. | have gained a wealth of knowledge and experience
working with the children and families in those communities but have
gained a wider appreciation of teaching and leadership from working
closely with schools across the ATLP family and beyond. Teaching has
been a vocation for me and | began to study for my Masters Degree in
2000 which | was awarded in 2003. Passionate about education and
improving the life chances of all children, once appointed as Head
Teacher at Hill West | began to study for my Doctorate in Education
which was finally awarded in 2012. Having studied for a number of years
I then decided it was time to start my own family. Ten years ago we
were blessed with our wonderful daughter who has broadened my
perspective on education and allowed me to develop a philosophy not
just as an educator but as a parent too.

I know that it is essential that children are secure in the knowledge that
their teacher loves and appreciates them and believes they can achieve.
I also know that great teaching underpinned by ambitious intentions and
excellent teacher subject knowledge leads to great learning. | have seen
this in action in your school and am delighted to be working alongside
the talented staff team. | have enjoyed visiting classes and talking with
your children; polite, respectful and curious are a few words that spring
to mind.

Although my time here will be limited, | will work hard to ensure the
excellent foundations laid by Mr Day and his amazing team are built
upon and further embedded. If | can do anything specifically, for your
child or family, then please feel free to reach out and contact me.

With warmest regards

Dr Beth Clarke
Head Teacher
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Brookvale Primary School

Upcoming events

All Vaccine consent form to be
returned
9—10am SATs Parent workshop

Y4 & Y5 ONLY Individual and sibling
school photo

Pre school children 3-3.20pm only

Individual and sibling school photo
(NOT Y4 or Y5)

Pre school children 8.30 —8.55am

Y6 Secondary application support
coffee morning

3.30 —4.15pm Work sharing Evening
for families and Uniform Swap Shop in
the hall

Y5 trip to London
9-10.50am Y1 & Y2 Parent Workshop

9-10.50am Y3 & Y4 Parents Workshop

Brookvale Primary School, Mallard Drive, B23 7YB

Tel: 0121 3599973

Email: office@brkvale.bham.sch.uk Website:

www.brkvale.bham.sch.uk Social Media: @BPS_B23 (X




Weekly Attendance

@ Our School Attendance Target is

30/09/2024 to 04/10/2024 9 77
(o]
Reception |94 .90%
8 days
Year 1 absent 10 days
absent 19 days
Year2 3
& absent
190 171
Year 3 95.33% dqys in 7 )
school days in
Year 4 95.17%
100% 98% 90%
Year 5 attendance attendance attendance
Yearéb Best chance of academic Serious irppaci on
success and in later life. educationand

reduced life
chances

/ This week’s

Class Altendance Superstars

3 Y2

&

/ This week’s 100% attendance \

3‘1‘3‘1 “ Winners:

Eden—Rec and Abdul Malik Year 5

You get exitra playtimel!

ﬁﬁendance This \

Week

You each win a new book.

\ Great Job! /

Attendance
Year-to-Date 175 days off school per year.

Use this time for holidays, appointments etc

_/
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Parental Safeguarding 7

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

" "IN-GAME CHAT

Video games are continuing to grow in popularity - including, of course, among children and young people
= and the emergence of gaming communities has been accelerated by the inclusion of chat functionality
across many different titles. While in-game chat isn't inherently a bad thing, it can create some concerns

about online safety and the people that children might be interacting with.
3 DIFFERENT TYPES BULLYING AND ABUSE )
OF CHAT :

m—

While some in-game chat con turmn toxe
There are a number of woys that

becouse of how 0 match piays out, others
mmdamm‘mm.um turn that way because of people who ongage in
— e wOU M SUGQest, in-gome chot

within the game itsell. There's afso porty chot: o
POUP voikce conversation that console Users con
have with aryone on the same plotform. This
tends to be more commenly used by players

rise out of whoever they're tolking to. These
trolils’ often leon on rociol slurs, ontl-1GaT
b ond other ot i they

who afready know each other. Finally. many ,::l“u:oot g A‘Me-n

@amars - especiclly on PC ~willchatvia o ge o 9

third -party app such as Discord. - -
POTENTIAL FOR

CONTACT WITH PRIVATE CHAT

STRANGERS if 0 ployer would like a re-match with o

Whether it s text- of voice-bosed. in-game / stranger ofter meeting them in the game, they

chat is frequently open to all piayers to use,

Many gomes defoult to making it an opt-in

function, but some don't meaning a child could

100t seeing Mmes soges within the game from

people they re playing with, regardiess of

whether they know those Individuals or mot.

While meat gers won't rity have B
S intent, there are some who may behave

inoppropriately when chotting %0 o child - .

DANGER OF
GROOMING ,'

It's boen reported Thot SOMe young Gamerns
have o onine

harmiess - but it might leod to messages being
exchanged in private. This could then escalate
1o the sharing of private Information, and

ialty % > scam

L L

J can send o triend request, or use the party chat

together in the future, For the most part, this is

—
. YorNgor plcryers.

A\

COMPETITIVE P
ATMOSPHERE
very comp

from ploytul rash talk’ and wander into the
territory of bullying. Some players have been
to ootk A 8 B shtuoBons Bhe

get Y
this, and the impact of this on a young games's
emotional welibeing could be severe.

pretend to be a lower age 10 manipulate
children, sending gifts in exchange for chatting
and sending photos. Just as on any messaging
platform, it's good 1o odvise young people to
avoid speaking to strangers; emphosise thot
they shoulkdn't accept gifts from anyone ondine

Advn:e for Parents & Educators

" LOCK-DOWN IN-GAME CHAT

Meet Qur Expert

Uoyd Coombes is the Lditor in Chiel of GGRecon and hos been working in N . l
the games media industry for fve yeors He's also a parent and thevelore ~ R WS ationa
wunderstands the importance of online safety. Writing mainly about tech 5 CO"e e-
and fitness, his work has been published ot sites including IGN, g
TechRadar, and plenty more.
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News ltems

Individual and Sibling Photo’s

Children will have their individual and sibling school photo on the 8™ and 9™ October, due to Y4 and Y5
attending swimming.

On Tuesday 8" October Year 4 and Year 5 will have their individual and sibling in school (if
they have any) photos taken. If they have a pre-school sibling please inform the office as
these photos will be taken from 3pm ONLY. ¢ n’iﬁ

|

]

On Wednesday 9" October All other year groups will have their individual and siblings (if —
any in school) photos. All children with pre-school siblings can come into school from
8.30 to 8.55am for their sibling photos to be taken.

Please note ALL children should come to school in their full school uniform including their
school jumper on both days. Y2 do not need to wear their PE uniform on the Tuesday due

to Photos being taken.
REMINDER

Return the Flu Vaccine Consent Form by Monday 7th October

° Gates open at 8.40am for children to be in class by 8.55am for registration. Children cannot be left unsupervised on the
playground.
° School finishes at 3.20pm for Reception class and 3.25pm for Y1 - Y6. Please ensure that children are collected on time as

staff do have other commitments at the end of the school day and children do become upset if the are not collected on time.
° If your child is Absence please ensure that you contact the school office before 9.15am.

° Please ensure that you book and pay for Breakfast Club in advance. Children can NOT attend if they are not booked in or if
you have an arrears on your account.

° It is the responsibility of parents or carers to book children's school meal via Relish for the days that they are having a school
meal. If you do not book a meal you must supply a packed lunch.

° Children must attend school wearing their PE uniform on their PE day:
Monday—Rec and Year 1
Tuesday—VYear 2
Wednesday—Year 4 and Year 5 (Swimming)
Thursday—Year 3

Friday—Year 6
° Please ensure that your child has a water bottle in school EVERY DAY as we no longer have cups in school.
° ALL CLOTHING MUST BE CLEARLY LABELLED TO AVOID LOSS.

° All information is sent via email, MCAS, X (Twitter) as well as the school website being kept up to date, please refer to any of
these before contacting the school office, staff are extremely busy and calls may go unanswered.



Please help us by donatmg your unwantod rousablo clothos and accessories.
Donated items become affordable clothing and accessories.

WE ACCEPT CLEAN,
GOOD QUALITY, DRY,
REUSABLE CLOTHING

WE DO NOT ACCEPT

. Adults, Childrens & . Jewellery and
Babies Clothing Accessories

POOR QUALITY ITEMS SUCH AS
DIRTY, WET, RIPPED OR SOILED
CLOTHES.

Paired Shoes Belts and

i o o PILLOWS, DUVETS, CURTAINS,
ettt hh g BOOKS CDs OR ANY UNIFORM
Please use the clothing bag provided. 0
You can also use any additional bag if required.
‘T Collection Date: Q
Monday 21st October ...

Please remember - NO UNIFORM 'E |




Fridag 25th October

Famitg Luwaeh at 11.20am

Don’t’ forget
to book 1
adult place

The festival of light et

Friday 11th

Happy Dlwall




